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Abstract:

The main reason for the delay in achieving civilization for any nation lies in
the bearing of false beliefs, myths and superstitions that distract them from
humanity and brings them down to inhumanity.

Unfortunately, people with special needs and those with disabilities have had
their fair share of terrifying stigmas and false tales among ancient societies.
For they see blindness as darkness, and darkness as evil, and leprosy as the
devil himself, and the mentally ill as individuals that have been possessed by
demons and evil spirits. Consequently, those with special needs have been
victims of persecution, exclusion and torture beyond our imagination. The
least of which have been starved to death, and the worst have been thrown
downward, from the peaks of mountains, or were burnt to death.

Worse still, their philosophers and scholars have adopted these falsified
beliefs and myths and supported them to remove those with special needs and
get rid of them, for they see them as a burden and a torment on society, while
no society of any era does not have different disabilities in their various
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forms and causes. Thereby came the religion of mercy with the message of
the Prophet peace be upon Him (pbu), to embrace this prosecuted minority of
society, and raise their degree when he showed that they are one of the
reasons for victory over the enemies, and that they are the source of
sustenance and blessings in society.

Therefore, he invalidated all the myths and tales and abolished the
pessimistic stigma and view of those with special needs. He took the hand of
the blind, hugged and embraced the deaf and empowered the limp when they
fell back on him. He assigned them responsibilities and duties in religion,
politics and even military positions. Thus, making it undoubtedly evident that
the Prophet (pbu) honoured those with disabilities allowed them to regain
their dignities and facilitated their integration into societies.
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