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(;I!) In the Name of God

I~lamic Republic of Jrap

Ministry of Culture and Higher Education

National Library of Iran

LIBRARIES FOR THE BLIND IN 1

Y :
Shirin Taavoni

in Iran* goes back to 1964 when Dr. Khazaeli, a blind scholar
who used to run 4 Primary and a secondary school for sighted
children, established an institution called “"Association for
Protection and Guidance of the Adult Blinds.'" The Association

through Dr. Khazaeli's efforts. The School started its work
in 1970 and an independent budget was allocated to it by the
Government. The next year, the old building where the
Association and the School Coocexisted was bought by the
Government and @ new building was constructed for the blingd
students. The building was officially inaugurated in 1972,
Meanwhile, in 1970 ,the "National Institution for the Welfare

vicinities and shared resources and budgets. The National
Institution for the Welfare of the Blind was officially
responsible for the Production and distribution of braille

* iehran: Sh, Bahonar Street, P.Code 195.3.. Tel.: 282222, 280937
x Tehran: 30 Tir Street. P.Code 11364, Tel.: 673315, 673564
v Fax: 0098-21-281667 P.0.Box 11365 /9500
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Ten years ago a new institution called the Welfare
Organization of Iran (Sazemane Behzeestiye Keshvar) was

leave the services for the school children to the Ministry of
Education, Office for Exceptional Children. The National
Institution for the Welfare of the Blind changed its name to
the "Roudaki** Welfare Institution for the Blind"
Behzeesteeye Nabeenayane Roudaki) and became attached to the
Section for the Blind of the Welfare Organization of Iran.
The Section for the Blind consists of three different
departments: 1) the Professional training centers, including
the Ababaseer Institute in Tehran. 2) the rehabilitation
Ccenters, and 3) the cultural centers which are coordinated

—-_—

I. The Welfare Organization of Iran. Section for the Blind.
The Roudaki Welfare Institution for the Blind

xreceive cultural services. The Present director is Mrs.
Arjomand-khah (B.A. in Psychology), who has been with the
Roudaki Institution for 7 years now,

A. Production Centre: As I mentioned before, the Roudaki
Institution used to Produce all the braille and talking books
in Iran, including school text-books. However, since 1980
onwards it was decided that the Roudaki Institution should
produce only for adults beyond school leve]. Despite this,

one third of the school text-books are still printed by the
Roudaki printing house. So far, the Roudaki Institution has
pProduced 35 original titles in the fields of general
reference, literature, and humanities for general

d istribution and sale. These books are offerred to the
university students at half the cover Price. At the same time
the library personnel produce one or two books per month (in

* * Roudaki is the name of a blind classic poet of Iran who
1ived 1000 years ago,



the same fields) by a small Perkins typewriter, and make two
or three copies by the thermoform unit, only to be used in
the braille library of the Roudaki Institution, Apart from
the Roudaki Printing house (which Owns a computerized
printing machine), the Centers for the blind in both the
cities of Mashhad and Esphehan POSsess a braille Printing
machine and help in the production of books as wvell,

At the same time, the Roudaki Institution is Publishing a
quarterly Braille journal, Baseer, the 11th volume of which
was published recently.

The Roudaki Instituticn also Produces talking books for the
blind. The general Plan is to provide the books for both the
Roudaki Talking Library and for the libraries of the Welfare
Organization located at the central cities of the main
provinces of Iran. Some of these centers (like the ones in
the cities of Mashhad, Esphehan, and Tabriz) have
reproduction facilities and help in the reproduction and
distribution of the tapes that they recieve through the
Roudaki Institution. The Roudaki Institution reproduces more
than 60,000 cassette tapes per vear (including school text

The recording of books is done both by Professionals and by
volunteers. The Institution Possesses two recording and
reproduction studios; but ordinary tape recorders are used as
well. At Present, they are trying to record the 10-volume
History of Civilization by the Durants. The Iranian T.v. ig
to cooperate with the Roudaki Institution in setting up
sSeveral modern recording studios and importing the necessary
equipment.

B. The Library: The library of the Roudaki Institution
consists of three different sections:

1. The Braille Library. This library is located on the
second floor and occupies about 56 Square meters. It is run
by Mr. Guilani, a blind librarian who has a B.A. in
Psychology. The library has a total Pérsonnel of five of

future. The users of the library are mainly blind high school
Or university students and teachers. There are altogether 260
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registered members who use the library regularly. Books are
generally sent to the users by mail (which is free up to 7
kilograms). The Braille library is also in charge of feeding
the libraries of the Welfare Organization located in the
central cities of the main provinces of Iran. The braille
libraries in Esphehan and Mashhad are Particularly active and
have a braille Printing house too.

section of the Roudaki Institution and has already about 800
titles on tapes. It is located on the second floor next to
the braille library and occupies a total of 108 Square
meters. The head librarian is Ms Badram-poor, who is
sighted and has a B.A. in social science. The personnel of
the talking library and the Production center totals to

ten (5 B.A.s and 5 high school diplomas); they share
responsibilites and work in all capacities. The users again,
are mainly high school and university students and teachers.

to be sent to them . The total registered members are 310.
The librarian believes that most of the users prefer to come
to the library, because this is a way of coming into contact

is thus solved. The talking library does not vet follow any
standard classification method. However, the Plan is to use
the same method of the Audio Archives section of the Iranian
Television Network in the future.

3. The Regular Library. This library is located on the
second floor of the southern wing of the Institution and

It is used mainly by sighted persons for selecting books for
reproduction or for personal reference. Some of the blind
also borrow books to have someone read it to then.

I11.The Ministry of Education. Office for Exceptional Children

A.Production: After it was decided that the Roudaki
Institution should concentrate on producing books for the
blind beyond school level, the printing and production
centers in the Ministry of Education were strengthened so as
to carry out this function as efficiently as POssible. At
Present the main places that deal with this job are:

1. Shahid Mohebbi School for the Blind. This School is an
educational institution that gives training to the blind
students starting from Primary school and going through high

-4-



school. Many of the graduates of this school have succeeded
in entering colleges and universities,

The main braille Printing facilites (also computerized) of
the Ministry is Kept in this center. The center Prints two
thirds of the school text—books for the blind (about 103
titles) and distributes it to other schools after coordina-
ting with the Office for the Exceptional Children of the
Ministry of Education,

B.Libraries: All of the Schools that serve the blind students
have, invariably, a small library for the blind. The oldest
and perhaps most active of these is the Braille library of
the Khazaeli School for the Blind. The library occupies
about 80 square meters and is located on the second floor of
the main building. Compact shelving has been utilized for
storing the braille text-books, regular shelving for the

books, a section for sighted students and teachers, and a
section for large-print books for the partially sighted. The

very active during school hours and is run by Mrs. Moghaddam
(sighted). At her spare time, Mrs. Moghaddam reproduces the
braille materials requested by teachers on a thermoform unit



located in the library,

II1I. Other Institutions:

There are of course other institutions in Iran that concern
themselves with providing reading materials for the blind.
These include:

1. The Talking Center for Scientific and Research Services
This Center was established receptly by Dr. Khandagh, a blind

univesity students (gpprox.270 in number) and graduates. The

by private funds, After it is equipped it is to record books
on request through 6 professional Personnel as well as
volunteers.

2. The Research Center of the Janbazan Foundation. This
Center has also been established quite recently and is
intended to give library services to those who became blind
during the Imposed War. The Center has set up a small
recording studio and records books for its users. At the same
time, through the services of the Roudaki Institution, it

cassette tapes.

3. The Hosseinieh Ershad Public Library. This very active
library has recently established a special section for its
blind users. It has acquired 16 titles (150 volumes) of
reference and humanities and is now typing out braille
catalogue cards for them. It is to receive Some more titles
through Unesco office in Iran and plans to collect talking
books as well.

4. The National Library of Iran. The National Library of
Iran became an independant Institution——attached to the
Office of the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran--only
two months ago. One of the main objectives of this library is
to collect all kinds of books published in Iran, regardless
of form, which include braille and talking books too. Direct
services to the blind as well as indirect Services through
planning and coordination of libraries for the blind are also
among its written objectives. These services are hoped to
develop rapidly during the next few vears.
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